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GeoTechnologies Begins Providing Nationwide "Statutory 

Speed Data" in Response to Lowered Statutory Speed Limit on 

Community Roads Effective September 1 

Resolving the "Unclarity of Subject Roads," Supporting Maintenance and 

Improvement of Autonomous Driving Safety Features, and Optimizing 

Logistics 

 
GeoTechnologies, Inc. (Headquarters: Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo; President & CEO: Yoichiro 

Yatsurugi) has added a new "Statutory Speed Data" dataset to its GIS map database product 

line, "MapFan DB," and launched service provision today. 

This data addresses the lowering of the statutory speed limit on community roads enacted 

today, September 1, 2026, and covers statutory speed limit information for roads across 

Japan, including community roads. 

According to a survey*1 conducted by GeoTechnologies, while approximately 90% of 

respondents supported the revision, less than 10% correctly understood the new rule, 

revealing that the biggest challenge to adhering to the 30 km/h limit is the "unclarity of subject 

roads." Combining our digital map database with "Statutory Speed Data" clarifies the subject 

roads and assists drivers and systems in complying with statutory speed limits. 

This dataset helps maintain and improve safety features in car navigation and autonomous 

driving systems, assists in creating compliant operational plans and improving ETA 

(Estimated Time of Arrival) accuracy in the logistics sector, and contributes to advanced 

decision-making in smart cities and urban planning. 

 
*1 Press release issued on August 18, 2026: GeoTechnologies Analyzes Driving Conditions Prior to September 1 "30 

km/h Speed Limit on Community Roads" — Approx. 60–90% of Vehicles Exceed the New 30 km/h Statutory Speed Limit 

on Surveyed Roads in Osaka, Aichi, Fukuoka, Gunma, and Nagano (https://geot.jp/pressrelease-20260818/) 
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GeoTechnologies, Inc. 
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■ Background and History of the Initiative 

With the enforcement of the revised Order for Enforcement of the Road Traffic Act on 

September 1, 2026, the statutory speed limit for automobiles on roads mainly used for local 

residents' daily lives (such as roads without centerlines) was lowered from 60 km/h to 30 

km/h. 

Furthermore, Intelligent Speed Assistance (ISA)—which recognizes speed limits on roads 

being driven on, issuing warnings or limiting engine output when speeding—has been 

mandated for new vehicles in the EU since July 2024. As its implementation is also being 

considered in Japan, the importance of speed data in the mobility sector continues to rise. 

GeoTechnologies has previously provided "Maximum Speed Data"—which captures 

individual maximum speed limits based on road signs and markings—and "Zone 30 Data"—

which covers 30 km/h speed-restricted zones—primarily for mobility applications like car 

navigation and Advanced Driver Assistance Systems (ADAS), as well as logistics sectors 

such as transportation and delivery. 

In response to this legal revision and growing market demand, GeoTechnologies newly 

compiled and released "Statutory Speed Data" covering roads nationwide, including 

community roads. 

Prior to this amendment, an independent analysis of actual driving conditions and driver 

awareness on community roads conducted by the company*1 revealed that while nearly 90% 

supported the regulation, less than 10% correctly understood the subject roads and speed 

limits before and after the change, highlighting that the primary challenge in observing the 30 

km/h limit was the "unclarity of subject roads." Leveraging the newly available "Statutory 

Speed Data" clarifies subject roads and statutory speed limits, thereby contributing to driver 

compliance, system alignment, and safer driving. 

 

■ Applications and Expected Effects of "Statutory Speed Data" 

Integrating this dataset with GeoTechnologies' digital map databases and road network data 

allows it to serve as supplementary data for speeding warnings and control features in car 

navigation systems, autonomous driving, and ADAS, thereby maintaining and enhancing the 

effectiveness of safety functions. 

In the logistics industry, this data enables compliant operation planning and risk assessment 

within delivery and fleet management systems. Incorporating it into route-search algorithms 

enables more accurate arrival predictions taking speed restrictions and statutory speed limits 

into account. Additionally, in smart cities and urban planning, traffic flow analysis utilizing this 

data contributes to advanced decision-making and local problem-solving, such as accident 

verification and speed limit adjustments. 
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■ Overview of "Statutory Speed Data" 

Based on the Road Traffic Act and its enforcement order, GeoTechnologies identified and 

compiled roads subject to statutory speeds for standard and heavy vehicles using attributes 

from its proprietary road network (e.g., road marking types, number of lanes, one-way 

conditions). This data is provided as an addition to the "Safety & Security Data" and "Vehicle-

Specific Restriction Data" within the GIS map database "MapFan DB." 

• Coverage: Roads nationwide in Japan (excluding ferry routes, customer-exclusive 

roads, garden paths, and certain narrow streets) 

• Supported Vehicle Types: Standard vehicles / Heavy vehicles (supports vehicle-type 

specific statutory speed limits) 

• Target Products: "Safety & Security Data" and "Vehicle-Specific Restriction Data" 

within "MapFan DB" 

• Delivery Formats: Shapefile / PostGIS (RDB) format 

 
* Inconsistencies with actual speed limits may occur depending on the timing of data compilation. 

* Inconsistencies with actual speed limits may occur if local police departments in each prefecture make individual 

adjustments (e.g., installing road signs) post-enforcement to avoid severe traffic congestion. 

 

■ About "MapFan DB" 

"MapFan DB" is a high-precision digital map database independently developed and 

maintained by GeoTechnologies, backed by approximately 30 years of experience with car 

navigation systems and the map search website "MapFan." Updated up to 12 times a year 

and supporting multiple languages, it is widely utilized across various Geographic Information 

System (GIS) applications, including trade area analysis/area marketing, disaster 

prevention/mitigation, government support, and transportation planning. 

• MapFan DB Product Site: https://business.mapfan.com/en/service/db/ 

• MapFan DB Contact: https://business.mapfan.com/en/contact1/ 

 

 

 

https://business.mapfan.com/en/service/db/
https://business.mapfan.com/en/contact1/
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■ About GeoTechnologies, Inc. 

Since our founding in 1994, we have consistently provided digital maps. We possess a 

wide range of geospatial data, including our proprietary "MapFan" brand, map data for car 

navigation systems and corporate use, and AD/ADAS maps essential for advanced 

autonomous driving. 

In addition, we hold another valuable asset, "dynamic data," obtained through touchpoints 

with users of applications such as the rewards app "TRIMA." By combining precise location 

information with people's movement and behavior, we can analyze and provide the stories 

behind the data. Through the provision and analysis of geospatial data and dynamic data, we 

aim to realize a more comfortable and sustainable society. 

 

Head Office: 22F Bunkyo Green Court Center Office, 2-28-8 Honkomagome, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 

Representative: Yoichiro Yatsurugi, President & CEO  

Established: May 1, 1994 

Business: Automotive Business / Enterprise Business / Consumer Business / Marketing Business 

Corporate website: https://english.geot.jp/ 
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